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Scrap Welcome to Country at AFL Grand Final
FamilyVoice Australia spokesman David d’Lima has called on the Australian Football 
League to scrap the ‘divisive and unnecessary’ Welcome to Country ceremony at this 
year’s AFL Grand Final.
 
“The AFL insists on performing a Welcome to Country before its biggest event of the year, 
sending a divisive and unnecessary message that Australians need permission to be in 
their own country,” said Mr d’Lima.
 
He argued that the ceremony promotes division instead of unity. 
 
“Australians are being forced to participate in identity politics at an event that should be 
bringing us together. We don’t need to be welcomed to a country that already belongs to 
all of us.”
 
Mr d'Lima emphasised that sports should unite Australians.
 
“The AFL Grand Final is meant to be a celebration of sport and national unity, but the 
Welcome to Country has become a symbol of division, distracting from the togetherness 
the game is supposed to represent.”
 
He urged the AFL to listen to the fans and remove the ceremony from the Grand Final. 
 
“It’s time for the AFL to axe the Welcome to Country,” said Mr d’Lima.
 
“The failure of the Voice referendum has highlighted that Australians do not want this type 
of division.”
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