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Public School Bungle Shows Why Parents Are Turning 
to Home Education
Andrew McColl slams Queensland schools’ “inexcusable incompetence” and calls for more 
support for homeschooling families.
 
FamilyVoice Queensland Director Andrew McColl has condemned the “breathtaking 
incompetence” of Queensland public schools after it was revealed that eight Brisbane 
schools, including the prestigious Brisbane State High School, taught Year 12 students the 
wrong topic for an entire year leading up to a major ATAR exam.
 
“For twelve months, students were taught about the wrong Roman emperor, Augustus 
instead of Julius Caesar, and now they face a major exam on a subject they studied for 
only one day,” Mr McColl said. “It’s hard to imagine a more serious failure of duty by those 
entrusted with our children’s education.”
 
Mr McColl said the blunder highlights the growing loss of confidence in the state education 
system and strengthens the case for greater government support for home educators.
 
“Parents who home school take their responsibility seriously. They ensure their children 
are taught accurately and thoroughly, without bureaucratic confusion or shifting standards,” 
he said. “Instead of burdening home educators with red tape, the government should be 
making it easier for families to choose a proven, parent-directed alternative.”
 
He said the Queensland Government’s investigation into the incident is welcome but not 
enough.
 
“This isn’t an isolated mistake, it’s a symptom of a system stretched and distracted by 
bureaucracy.
 
Queensland parents deserve better than this. It’s time for real accountability and real 
support for families who take education into their own hands.”
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