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Keep the Military Out of the Federal Election
In a highly unusual intervention during the lead up to the May 3 Federal Election, Chief of 
the Air Force, Air Marshal Stephen Chappell, publicly endorsed Labor’s handling of the 
Defence portfolio, stating that he was "very comfortable" with the delivery of the RAAF 
fleet under the current government.
 
Additionally, Air Vice-Marshal Nicholas Hogan, head of the Air Force’s capability division, 
made public comments that could be interpreted as favoring one side of politics.
 
Peter Downie, National Director of FamilyVoice Australia, has condemned these 
comments, stressing that the military must remain neutral during political campaigns.
 
"The involvement of military leaders in political discourse is wholly inappropriate," said 
Downie. "While military personnel are entitled to vote, public statements by top brass 
during an election campaign—especially those that could be seen as supporting one 
political side—undermine the principle of an apolitical Defence Force. We must not allow 
Australia to slip into the practices seen in failed states, where the military plays a role in 
elections."
 
Downie continued, "While internal discussions within the military are entirely appropriate, 
public political commentary from senior officers is unacceptable, particularly when it could 
be perceived as interference in the democratic process."
 
FamilyVoice Australia calls for an immediate halt to any further public statements by 
military leaders that could be seen as influencing the election. 
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