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Move ABC staff from Sydney to Alice Springs

The federal government should “massively transform” Central Australia by moving a
quarter of ABC staff from Sydney to the struggling town of Alice Springs, according to
Christian advocacy group FamilyVoice Australia.

“By gradually moving about 1,000 staff mainly from Sydney to live and work in Alice
Springs, the ABC would massively transform the struggling Central Australian town by
injecting wealth, jobs, families and good citizens,” FamilyVoice Australia spokesman David
d’Lima said.

FamilyVoice highlighted the example of Britain’s national broadcaster which relocated
2,300 staff from London to the struggling city of Salford in 2011-2013, creating hundreds of
jobs and helping transform a town characterised by deprivation, unemployment and gang
crime.

“The relocation of BBC staff provides an excellent example for our ABC,” David d’Lima
said.

“Anchoring the national broadcaster into the Red Centre would be a practical, tangible and
transformative step towards Indigenous reconciliation and advancement.”

But FamilyVoice also holds the view that relocating ABC staff out of New South Wales
would deliver economic advantages to Sydney.

“Moving ABC staff out of Sydney will ease the housing crisis while lowering the cost of
home ownership,” David d’Lima said.

“As some staff would resign instead of relocating, that will help trim the public
broadcaster’s massive cost as it pays the wages of about 4,400 staff, half of whom work in
Sydney and elsewhere in New South Wales,” David d’Lima said.

“The low cost of housing in Alice Springs means ABC staff can be paid much less,
enabling budget cuts to the public broadcaster, contrary to yesterday’s budget increase of
$30 million, boosting the annual cost of the ABC to a whopping $1.2 billion.”
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