FamilyVoice

AUSTRALIA
MEDIA RELEASE 12 March 2025

Royal Commission must investigate electoral
commission debacle

FamilyVoice Australia spokesman Darryl Budge is demanding the West Australian
Parliament set up a Royal Commission into the state electoral office following reports
about political donations to a foreign company engaged to run the recent State election.

“State Parliament must appoint a Royal Commission to investigate why the State Electoral
Commission found itself out-sourcing the running of the recent election and engaged a
foreign-owned company that has donated to political parties, including the ALP,” Darryl
Budge said.

“This completely contradicts the historic operation of elections by a neutral and
independent branch of the public service.”

According to a report in WAtoday (12/3), a subsidiary of the company which gained the
$86 million tender to recruit, train and manage 7000 election staff, donated over $67,000
to the ALP in Western Australia last year.

WAtoday has reported that the recent State execution included booths running out of ballot
papers, untrained staff, and a slow count of votes.

“We make much of the dangers of foreign ownership, and we pride ourselves in political
neutrality when it comes to elections, so we must have a home-grown electoral
commission which itself recruits and trains personnel,” Darryl Budge said.

‘Instead we’ve seen the engagement of a profit-making concern as the Electoral
Commission has found itself inclined towards outsourcing the election.

“A parliamentary inquiry, dominated by the ALP cannot possibly investigate this highly
problematic development, and only a royal commission can properly assess why the
Commission found itself outsourcing the election, what went wrong and why.”
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