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Exclusion of 108-Year-Old Christian Exhibit from 
Melbourne Royal Show is a major departure from past 
shows
FamilyVoice Australia has asked the Melbourne Royal Show organisers to fully explain 
their decision to exclude a 108-year-old Christian exhibit, calling it into question as it’s an 
attack on free expression and smacks of religious discrimination.
 
Alan Barron, Victorian State Director of FamilyVoice, said the decision to ban the Good 
News Booth from this year’s show is both deeply concerning and culturally tone-deaf.
 
“It’s shocking that a Christian presence that has faithfully served the community for over a 
century could be cancelled without explanation,” Mr Barron said.
 
“This is not just about one booth — it raises serious concerns about religious freedom and 
discrimination, it also violates the Victorian Human Rights legislation which preserves 
religious freedom in the public domain.
 
The combined church ministry behind the Good News Booth was informed via email that 
“religious groups” were no longer allowed to participate, citing vague “patron feedback.” 
Organisers offered no clarification and implied the decision was final.
 
“The Melbourne Royal Show has an obligation to reflect the diversity of our community. 
Excluding faith-based groups undermines that goal and sends an unacceptable message 
that Christian voices are no longer welcome in the public square,” Mr Barron said.
 
“FamilyVoice calls on show organisers to immediately reverse this unfair decision and 
restore the Good News Booth’s rightful place at the show. Respect for religious belief must 
not be sacrificed to satisfy vague complaints or ideological preferences.”
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