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FamilyVoice: Victoria’s race-based assembly defies 
democratic will
FamilyVoice Australia’s Victoria State Director Alan Barron has condemned the Victorian 
government’s plan to make the First Peoples’ Assembly a permanent advisory body, 
calling it a divisive and undemocratic move that disregards the will of the people. 
  
“Victorians clearly rejected the Voice to Parliament in the 2023 referendum,” Mr Barron 
said.
 
“Yet the Allan government is pushing ahead with a state-based version, ignoring the 
democratic outcome and imposing a race-based structure on our parliamentary system.” 
  
The First Peoples’ Assembly, established in 2018, is set to be permanently enshrined in 
legislation later this year, granting it statutory powers to advise on matters affecting 
Indigenous Victorians. While the government claims it won’t have veto authority, critics 
argue it effectively creates a parallel system of governance based on race. 
  
“This is not about reconciliation or closing the gap,” Mr Barron said.
“It’s about creating separate political structures that divide Australians by race, which is 
fundamentally at odds with the principle of equality before the law.” 
  
FamilyVoice urges the Victorian government to respect the referendum result and abandon 
plans to institutionalise the First Peoples’ Assembly. Instead, efforts should focus on 
inclusive policies that unite all Australians and address the real needs of Indigenous 
communities without resorting to separatism.
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