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FamilyVoice calls for ‘Castle’s Law’ as Victorian crime 
wave spirals
FamilyVoice Australia has backed calls for urgent action to address Victoria’s soaring 
crime rates, warning that ordinary people as well as retail workers are being left vulnerable 
to violence and intimidation.
 
Woolworths this week became the fourth major retailer in just seven days to highlight the 
rampant crime spree across Victoria.
 
Woolworths chief executive Amanda Bardwell described the situation as “an absolute 
disgrace”, reporting a 26 per cent rise in crime this year, with almost half of that spike 
coming from Victoria.
 
Other retail leaders, including Coles, Super Retail, and Accent Group, have also sounded 
the alarm, pointing to organised gangs looting stores and escalating violence.
 
FamilyVoice spokesman Martin Proctor said these warnings should be a wake-up call for 
governments.
 
“Victoria is now the epicentre of Australia’s crime problem,” Mr Proctor said. “It’s not just 
shop owners and retail staff under threat, every family and household in this state is at 
risk. We urgently need reforms like Castle’s Law, both in Victoria and nationally, to ensure 
people can protect themselves, their loved ones, and their property.”
 
Mr Proctor said Castle’s Law would give law-abiding citizens greater protection when 
defending themselves against intruders or violent criminals.
 
“At the moment, criminals feel emboldened while ordinary people feel powerless,” he said. 
“Castle’s Law restores balance by recognising the right of Australians to feel safe in their 
own homes and workplaces. Governments cannot keep ignoring this crisis – the safety of 
our communities depends on it.”
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