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Victoria’s Curriculum Is Failing Confused Children

Victoria’s latest “Respectful Relationships” curriculum is anything but respectful when it
comes to vulnerable children. Updated quietly in August last year, it now teaches children
as young as five that their body parts may not match their gender and that boys who
identify as girls are entitled to play on girls’ sports teams.

“This is deeply disturbing,” said FamilyVoice Victoria State Director Alan Barron. “Instead
of supporting children through the normal challenges of growing up, schools are planting
seeds of confusion and fast-tracking them into harmful and irreversible medical pathways,
often without parental consent.”

The so-called “school-to-clinic pipeline” has been abandoned in several countries. In the
UK, the landmark Cass Review found the evidence for puberty blockers and cross-sex
hormones was “remarkably weak.” Yet here in Victoria, the Education Department
continues to push an unscientific, ideology-driven agenda.

International research shows no clear evidence that “gender-affirming care” reduces
suicide risk and there is reason to believe it can increase harm by masking underlying
mental health issues. “We are talking about vulnerable children whose real needs are
being ignored in favour of a political narrative,” Mr Barron said.

“It is Orwellian to push an ideology that drives a wedge between parents and children
under the banner of ‘respectful relationships’.

Victoria must urgently scrap this dangerous content and put children’s wellbeing, evidence-
based care, and parental rights back at the centre of education.”
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