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Restore Social Cohesion: Ban Burning the National Flag

FamilyVoice Australia supports any move to criminalise the burning of our National Flag.
We commend Robbie Katter MP for introducing a Bill to criminalise the burning of the
Australian Flag in Queensland. FamilyVoice Australia hopes that Robbie Katter’s courage
will inspire other politicians to introduce similar laws throughout Australia.

FamilyVoice spokesman Martin Proctor said, “the law should protect our national symbol,
which represents the heritage of the Australian people.”

The proposal follows public outrage after the Australian flag was burned at an Australia
Day protest in Brisbane earlier this year.

Reporting at the time noted that Mr Katter said he was considering legislation because
allowing the denigration of our national symbol set a “very dangerous precedent”, while
Premier David Crisafulli also condemned the act as “disgraceful” and said he would
support a federal ban.

Mr Proctor said there is a clear difference between peaceful protest and the deliberate
desecration of the nation’s flag.

“Burning the Australian flag is not some harmless act of expression. It is a deliberate act of
contempt toward our heritage, all Australians, and our service personnel. Men and women

have died serving our nation under that flag,” Mr Proctor said.

“The flag is not a disposable prop for political theatre. It is a symbol that represents every
Australian, as such it deserves legal protection and public respect.”

FamilyVoice Australia said that in an age of rising division, leaders from all political parties
should stand together to defend our National Flag, a symbol of unity.

Mr Proctor said the case for reform is straightforward.

“A civilised nation has every right to protect the symbols that embody its history and
identity,” he said.
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“This is not about suppressing legitimate debate. Australians are free to criticise
governments, laws, politicians and public institutions. But setting fire to the National Flag
crosses the line from protest into desecration.”

FamilyVoice Australia is encouraged that Queensland could lead the way by adopting
legislation that affirms respect for the Australian Flag. By protecting the National Flag,
Queensland would be preventing bad actors from continuing to sow hatred and division.

“At a time when social cohesion is under strain, our leaders should be strengthening
respect for Australia, not allowing its symbols to be publicly humiliated without
consequence,” Mr Proctor said.

FamilyVoice Australia is calling on Queensland MPs of all parties to support Robbie
Katter’s Bill and send a clear message that the Australian flag should be honoured, not
burned.
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